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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

meeting of March 22, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor 

Shade, the minutes were approved.  

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors.  

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, discussed paper 12,053. Mr. Cardamino questioned 

the issue with this intersection. He mentioned he felt the intersection was working fine. He 

inquired whether or not the Traffic Commission and/or Mass DOT has been notified. 

 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

12,098 A petition from National Grid to hold a Public Hearing on April 12, 2022 for a pole 

location on Pattison Road. 

 

The President opened the Public Hearing.  

 

Michael Tatro, a representative of National Grid explained that the pole that is going to be 

installed for a new house. 

 

The President opened up questions to the Council. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson inquired how close the pole was to the driveway. 
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Mr. Tatro mentioned that the pole is roughly 150’ from the driveway. 

 

The President opened up questions to the public. 

 

Bruce Grinnell, 821 Pattison Road, inquired if this was for the property located at 801 Pattison 

Road. 

 

Mr. Tatro confirmed that is correct. 

 

Councilor Obasohan inquired about any safety concerns related to electrical waves with the 

installation of this pole. 

 

Mr. Tatro mentioned that there are no safety concerns.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously 

VOTED to close the public hearing. 

 

 
12,111 Mayor’s communication #54 requesting time for the City Clerk to publicly swear in 

Full-Time Police Officer Michael Cogswell to the North Adams Police Department. 

 

Without objection, the President moved paper 12,111 to this point in the meeting. 

 

The Mayor gave a brief speech congratulation Mr. Cogswell. 

 

The City Clerk publicly swore in Michael Cogswell. 

 
12,098 An order granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain poles and wires on 

Pattison Road. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to approve the order. 

 
11,986  Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the concept of 

artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and Public Arts 

Commission. 

 

The President requested an update from the Traffic Commission. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that this item is on the next Traffic Commission Agenda.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, Seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously VOTED 

to postpone until the meeting of April 26, 2022. 

 
12,051  Communication from Councilor Shade requesting City Ordinance Chapter 14, 

Section 14.2 Curfew be repealed. 

 

The President requested an update from Public Safety.  
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Councilor Sapienza provided a brief update that was received by the City Solicitor. 

 

 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she does not feel like this needs to go back to committee. She 

mentioned that if the Council is going to repeal anyway, it does not necessarily matter at this 

point.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that she felt it was a tool that could be used by law enforcement to 

assist minors who are out late at night and may need help. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that he was mostly concerned that the report from the City Solicitor 

stated that they had not reviewed our ordinance.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that he felt that it was a “tool in our tool box”. He mentioned 

that he was against repealing it. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that this ordinance does not actually make anybody safer. 

 

Councilor Barbeau mentioned her concerns with the City Solicitors failure to review our 

ordinance. She mentioned that she was not sure this is a definitive yes or no yet. 

 

President Blackmer clarified that the request to the solicitor sounded like it was questions 

regarding curfew laws, generally speaking, and not specific to our ordinance, so that may be why 

the solicitor did not review our ordinance. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, Seconded by Councilor Harpin it was VOTED by yea and 

nay vote to postpone to the meeting of May 10, 2022. 7 yeas, 2 nays. Motion Carries. 

 
12,053  Communication submitted by Councilor Oleskiewicz requesting a review of the 

traffic issues in the area of the intersection of Hodges Crossroad. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously 

VOTED to postpone to the meeting of May 10, 2022. 

 
11,589-2 Communication submitted by Councilor Oleskiewicz presenting an ordinance 

amending Chapter 2, entitled Administration, Article 1, Sec 2-2.1, entitled Reporting 

minutes of Boards and Commissions. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously 

VOTED to refer the paper to the General Government Committee with a return to council date of 

June 14, 2022. 

 
11,589-2 An ordinance amending Chapter 2, entitled Administration, Article 1, Sec 2-2.1, 

entitled Reporting minutes of Boards and Commissions. 
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On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously 

VOTED to refer the paper to the General Government Committee with a return to council date 

of June 14, 2022. 

 

 
12,105 Communication submitted by Councilor Sapienza requesting time for Roger Eurbin 

to provide an update on the Hillside Cemetery Restoration. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection.  

 

Mr. Eurbin provided an update. To date, 1612 stones have been reset. Additionally, he 

mentioned that roughly 275 stones were cleaned with roughly 200 more to go. He mentioned that 

the biggest issues are winter damage and vandalism.  

 

Councilor Harpin, Councilor Bona, Councilor Oleskiewicz, and Councilor Sapienza thanked Mr. 

Eurbin and his team for their hard work and dedication.  

 
12,106 A resolution presented by Councilor Harpin in support of the Fair Share 

Amendment. 

 

 

Councilor Harpin read the resolution. 

 

Councilor Shade stated that she could not support this resolution because this resolution 

essentially shows support in changing the state constitution to raise taxes.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned other entities that have endorsed this amendment.  

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that he agreed with Councilor Shade. 

 

President Blackmer mentioned that while there is no legal obligation to spend the money in the 

manner that is being presented, that is the intention. Additionally, although based off of 

population, there will still be a pot of money coming our way.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that she believed this could help our community. 

 

Councilor Obasohan mentioned that he is in support of the Fair Share Amendment.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, Seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED by yea 

and nay vote to adopt the resolution. 5 yeas, 4 nays, motion carries. 

 
9,513-30 Communication submitted by Councilor Harpin presenting an ordinance to amend 

Transfer Station Fees. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection 

 

9,513-30 An ordinance amending Chapter 7, entitled Department of Public Services, Section 

7-11, entitled Disposal of Waste at Transfer Station; charges. 
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On the motion of Councilor Harpin, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was 

Unanimously VOTED to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law. 

 

Councilor Harpin provided an update regarding the review of the fees. She mentioned that it had 

been quite some time since the fees have been reviewed. She mentioned the issues with bulky items. 

 

Councilor Shade inquired about out of state individuals dumping at our transfer station. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that as long as someone has a sticker for our facility. 

 

Councilor Sapienza inquired about the purchase of new equipment and the cost of dropping leaves 

in the leaf dumpster. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that the new equipment has been order for better packing and there is  

no cost for dropping leaves. 

 

Councilor Barbeau discussed the loss the transfer station is experiencing and that there is no question 

about raising these fees. 

 

Further conversation ensued about removal of trash. 

 

 

12,107 Mayor’s communication #50 recommending the appointment of Diane Crosier to the 

Mobile Home Rent Control Board, to fill the unexpired term of Suzanne Wick, for a 

term to expire September 25, 2023. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, Seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously VOTED 

to approve the appointment. 

 
12,108 Mayor’s communication #51 recommending the appointment of Andrew Fitch to the 

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (IDEA) Commission, to fill the unexpired 

term of Joseph Santelli, for a term to expire February 8, 2025. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, Seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously VOTED 

to approve the appointment. 

 
12,109 Mayor’s communication #52 recommending the appointment of Molly Graether to 

the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (IDEA) Commission, to fill the 

unexpired term of Stephanie Mirante, for a term to expire February 8, 2024. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously VOTED 

to approve the appointment. 

 
12,110 Mayor’s communication #53 recommending the appointment of Chad Jzyk to the 

Windsor Lake Commission for a term to expire April 1, 2025. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, Seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously 

VOTED to approve the appointment. 
 

The President called for Open Forum. 
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Eric Wilson, 85 Eagle Street, mentioned that there is a need for good transportation and education. 

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, mentioned that painting of crosswalks is dangerous and a 

distraction to motorists. 

 

 

The President called for Mayor’s Updates. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that her team has been working diligently on the budget. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that the city has conducted a quick study of Eagle Street traffic. She 

mentioned that the average speed is 20 mph. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that her team is currently working on a capital improvement plan and 

capital spending plan. Updates to come. 

 

Councilor Barbeau asked for an update on the Public Safety building.  

 

The Mayor mentioned that she is regularly emailing the Governor to attempt to get $1.2 Million 

dollars released.  

 

Further conversation ensued regarding the Public Safety Building updates. 

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that the Public Safety Committee has approved municipal fees 

and they have been presented to the Finance Committee. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that the IDEA Commission will be meeting to coordinate the 

required training. She thanked the Mayor for her assistance in filling the commission. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that the General Government Committee met regarding Short 

Term Rentals. There was a unanimous vote to send the proposed ordinance back to the 

Administration. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that the Finance Committee will begin the process of reviewing 

municipal fees.  

 

The President called for Liaison Updates. 

 

Hearing none. 

 

The President called for Councilor Updates. 

 

President Blackmer mentioned that she was one of the Councilors that was unable to make the 

General Government meeting. She also mentioned that the MMA Councilors Association is 

hosting an online webinar on April 21, 2022 from 12pm-1pm on cyber security. She urged the 
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Council to read emails from MMA. She mentioned the importance of showing up to these 

webinars/meetings.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that it is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. On Thursday April 21, 

2022, there will be a stand out in support. Additionally, she mentioned there is a group called 

Green NA, an environmental group, concentrating on trash in the City. An event will be held on 

April 23, 2022 from 10am-12pm.  

 

 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Harpin, the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:08 pm. 

 

 

A True Record 

Attest,    \Marcus J. Lyon 

                                                  City Clerk 

 

 

 


